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” The City Church a Community 


s 


Center 


A COMMUNITY 
A comMMUNIty is formed by people 
who have a common share in the 
events that happen in their . lives. 
Whether large or small, the community 
is made up of people who have an in- 


terest in the same things occurring 


in the same places. In such a group, 
the people are more or less acquainted 
with one another, travel on the same 
streets, send their children to the 
same schools, visit the same park and 
playground, watch for the same post- 
man, cast their ballot at the same pre- 
cinct, and in many other ways share 
definitely in the daily routine of one 
another’s lives. 
A CENTER 

A center is a place where the people 
come together in pursuit of one or 
more of their interests. A community 
has more than one center. The school- 
house is a center, the moving-picture 
show is another, the sub-post-office is 
another and the drug store is another. 
At no one center will all the people 
be together at any one time, but in 
the course of months all the people 
of the. community may be seen at one 
or another of these common meeting 
places, in search of something that is 
of- interest to them. 

In order to be a center, the Church 
must be interested in the same things 


that interest the people. One may 
not see all the people of a community 
at the church in a year’s time. It is 
scarcely possible for any church to be 


a focus of all the events that shape 


the lives and character of all the peo- 
ple. The church cannot be a grocery 
store, a public library, nor an employ- 
ment bureau. It cannot do everything 
that everybody wants done or needs to 
have done. It cannot even be a center 
where religious instruction is given to 
all the people, for in the community 
are Jews, Catholics, and Protestants 
of various beliefs. Yet the church is 
a center if it does things that are of 
real interest to living people and its 
influence over the life and happiness 
of the community is as clearly recog- 
nized as that of any center. 


DIFFICULTIES 


The church of any city community 
has many difficulties to meet, in that 
the city community is constantly 
shifting and changing. Perhaps fifty 
or seventy-five families out of every 
one hundred in the city live in rented 
houses or apartments and move at 
least once every year. Families owning 
their homes sell and move away to 
newer and more desirable parts of the 
city. In the course of twenty-five 
years, marvelous changes take place 
in the character and appearance of a 
city community. Old homes are 
changed into boarding houses, old 
buildings are torn away to give place 
to the apartment or the garage. The 
old families that built the church are 
gone and the church, after’ these 
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years, is now three miles, or five miles, 
por even ten miles away from its mem- 
bership. 
The newcomers need a church, but 
perhaps this is not the church of 
their faith, or they are not able to 
¢ support it in the way it was designed 
‘to be supported. They could better 

be served by a cheaper structure. So 
+ the old building is sold and is either 
kept as a church under another name, 
5 or is turned into a warehouse, or di- 
vided into flats for family residence. 

Even when the congregation is 
composed of families from the same 
general social level, it is still difficult 
to make quick adjustment to meet the 
intellectual and industrial changes that 
are everywhere taking place. Church- 
es, like people, are averse to changing 
their habits, their ways of doing 
things. The introduction of new CUS- 
toms and activities has the same et- 
fect upon their minds as an attempt 
to destroy the very sanctity of their 
religion. Some people, for example, 
resent the introduction of “social serv- 
ice” into the program of their church 
life as an effort to substitute activity 
for personal godliness. This does not 
mean a selfish or unfriendly disposi- 
tion on their part, necessarily; it more 
often means inability to break with 
established custom and ideas. 

But these and other difficulties have 
been overcome by many churches here 
and there throughout the land. 


A Prorir’s CHURCH 
There is a church with a thousand 


members, among the best people in 
the city. When the church was built, 
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it was well-located and carefully de- 
Signed to meet the religious needs ot * 
its membership. It has a large audi- 
torium, offices for the pastor and paid 4 
workers, class rooms and reception 
rooms, kitchen, and other conveniences 5 
for a great work. Changes have taken f 
Place rapidly during the past few 
years, and very few of the members r 
now live within three miles of the * 
church. Newcomers are living in the 
old. homes, apartment houses and .* 
hotels have been built, and the church 
is in a community entirely different 
from the one it was designed to serve. 
The population now consists of de- 
partment store salesmen and sales- 
women, restaurant waitresses, heads of 
families not yet settled in the life of 
the city, unmarried men and women, 
foreign and native born, in vast con- 
fusion. The members of the church 
attend Sunday school and morning 
worship, coming in automobiles and 
on the street cars, then £0 back to 
their homes, miles away, to return no 
more that day. 

-In the afternoon and evening the 
surrounding population wakes up, 
walks the streets, takes trolley rides, 
sits in the parks, and in various ways 
passes a lonesome Sunday. For the 
benefit of these hard-driven, overlooked 
men and women, the Church advertises 
a “Pleasant Sunday.” The doors are 
open to any one who may come. A 
few workers are there to meet them. 
Lunch is served at six o’clock, and 
those who come to it get acquainted 
with their neighbors. The rooms are 
provided with comfortable chairs, good 
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>. literature on the reading tables, piano, 
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and song books, and such things as 
friendly interest may suggest for those 
who wish to spend a genial half hour. 
At seven o’clock a young people’s meet- 
ing is held in an adjoining room. At 
eight o’clock, in the auditorium, a mov- 
ing picture with educational or moral 
value is shown; good music is ren- 
dered by the choir and congregation; 
and the pastor preaches for twenty or 
thirty minutes. Altogether, about three 
hours of genuine human service is 
given and a large number receive the 
benefit every Sunday evening. Many 
of the men and women of the com- 
munity find at the church a sufficient 
substitute for other attractions far- 
ther down town, and almost every 
Sunday there are definite decisions for 
the Christian life. 
A TRUE CENTER 

Every church may be a true center 
for the community without suppress- 
ing its denominational emphasis, or 
without any peculiar type of organiza- 
tion or intricate methods of work. 
Willingness and a purpose to render 
intelligent service is the first neces- 
sity. A true center is a place to 
which people come and from which 
they go. The footprints point in both 
directions, to the church and from the 
church. People come to the church 
when they believe some of their vital 
needs will be met there; they go out 
from the church when they have some- 
thing vital to give to the community. 

The church is a center for Bible 
study, spiritual illumination, and in- 
spiration. This is supreme, but it is 


[6] 


not everything. There are other hu- 
man needs which may be supplied by 
the church as a center. Mothers of 
a community need to know more about 
caring for the health and morals of 
children, more about the intimate ques- 
tions every child asks and few moth- 
ers know how to answer; women need, 
too, the fellowship and companionship 
which others facing the same prob- 
lems can give them. Men have the 
companionship of their Rotary Club, 
Commercial Club, Labor Unions, etc., 
but many women in every community 
have no such interests in their daily 
lives. The church can meet all these 
very real needs, and give to all women 
the satisfaction of knowing that they 
are contributing to the world’s prog- 
ress. 

The children of the community need 
a playground. The church does not 
sacrifice its dignity by taking away 
the ‘Keep Off the Grass” signs from 
the lawn and bidding all the children 
welcome. Boys and girls need a place 
where they can enjoy a social hour in 
songs and games. The Church is con- 
stantly warning them of the dangers 
of the dance, the theater, and other 
popular forms of amusement. Let it 
throw open its doors for the fun that 
has complete satisfaction in it and no 
“back kick.” With a little coaching, 
young people are able to find all the 
amusement they desire, and no one re- 
ceive an injury from it. Furthermore, 
the Church is able to capture the play 
spirit for a wholesome life. Commun- 
ity singing, outdoor athletics, indoor 
games can be provided in the church 
under competent leadership. 
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Boys of high school age can or- 
ganize a club for the discussion of 
their own problems, such as honesty 
in examinations, clean athletics, Bible 
study, and moral habits. There is no 
better place than the church for the 
meeting of such boy groups. The 
girls of this age may have a club, also; 
and a room in the church is the place 
q for them to assemble. From time to 
< time, men and women selected for the 

purpose, will be welcomed at the meet- 

. ings to talk over the problems of living 
and the selection of a life vocation. 

; Too frequently, the young people in 
the community reach the greatest de- 
cisions of their lives without sufficient 
thought about the principles that 
should guide them or the motives 
which should inspire them. A strange 
conspiracy of silence gathers about 
such topics as marriage and the life 
calling, with the result that careers 
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: are wasted and happiness blasted in 
unnumbered instances every year. The 
Church in every community should 
give the instruction the young people 


need and are willing to receive; and 
a service such as this should not be 
allowed to fall into the hands of other 
than Christian leaders. 

All human beings should be encour- 
aged to come to the church with their 
problems of whatever kind or degree, 
and there should be Christian men 
and women ready at all times and 
under all conditions to give the help 
that humanity needs. 

Surveys covering the entire com- 
munity life are necessary to acquaint 
the church with its vast opportunity 
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for service, and new workers are con- 
stantly called to meet the opportuni- 
ties thus brought to light. Every 
class in the Sunday school, every 
young people’s society, every organiza- 
tion within the church may be put in 
vital contact with a definite aspect of 
community life; and service, instead 
of being the emotional, occasional thing 
many churches have allowed it to be, 
is made an intelligent, penetrating, 


advancing program of the whole 
church. 


MertHiop oF PRESENTING 


This topic may be divided into three 
or four sub-topics and discussed by as 
many young people. 

1. The meaning of the terms ‘‘Com- 
munity” and ‘‘Center.’’ 

2. The difficulties encountered by 
many city churches because of the 
shifting of the population from time 
to time. 

3. How one church overcame its ditf- 
ficulties to the extent that it definitely 
served two distinct classes of people. 

4. How a church may serve the 
needs of the young life of the com- 
munity; drawing them to itself for 
inspiration and guidance and sending 
them forth to others with a message 
of hope and good cheer. 
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